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The United Nations Partition Plan envisaged an
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occupied by Transjordan in 1948, and annexedin1950
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Arab as well as a Jewish State. Most Arab wmﬁwmmmwu :

fled to the areas of the potential Arab tate.
But one of these areas, the Gaza Strip, was oceupier
by Egypt in 1948. © Another, the West Bank, was
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{ The-United Nations estimated that over

~or returned to theirhomes in Israel during 1949

725,000 Arabs fled from Palestine hetween
April and December1948. The Israelis estimat-
ed that between 550,000 and 600,000 Arabs
fled. ManyArabs were encouraged to leave by
their own political leaders, who promised them
that they would soon be able to returnto their
homes, once Israel had been destroyed. But
over 160,000 Arabs either remained in lsrael
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In 1845 there weremore than 870 000 Jews living in the Arab world

Many of th dated back 2,500 Forouthot 1947and 1043 | | JEWISH REFUGEES TO ISRAEL FROM |
any ot their communities dated back 2, years. rougnout 15847 an 18 . . B
these Jews were subjected to continual pressure and persecution. There were .&RAB Q_ANDS MQY?gdg MAY?@?E

anti-Jewish riots in Aden (where 82 Jews were killed), in Egypt (where 150 Jews
were killed), in Syria (where Jewish emigration was forbidden), and in traq
(where "Zionism was made 2 capital crime ). ManyJews of the Arab world ware
thus driven to seek a refuge in the new State of |srael. Arriving in“israel
destitute, they were absorbedinto the society, and became an integral part
of the State. Aturther 260,000 found refuge in Europe and the Americas
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The transfer of populations on 2 massive scale, whether as a result of war or
statecraft, has been a constant feature of twentieth century history. In almos:
every case, those uprooted from one jand were absorbed into the life and society
of their new home. The movement cf more than 580,000 Jewish refugees

from the Arab lands to Israel. and of a similar number of Palestinian Arabs

to Gaza, the West Bank, Jordan, Syria and the Lebanon, was typical of such
movements, although actually on a smaller scale than most of them. But
whereas the uprooted Jews strove to become an integral part of israeli life,

the Palestinian Arabs remained, often as a deliberate act ot policy by their

host countries, isolated, neglected and aqgrieved
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% Arab states, showing number
of Jews who soughtrefuge in
(srael between 1948 and 1972
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israel between 1948 ang 1967
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